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EDITORIAL PREFACE 



Fimllri srcthren, whaDwcr ihinip. htf true, 
nhiiWK-nr Ihuips are hniKiui^hlf, whatiM^rr 
[hinij^i are ji^i, u'haliiivivtr dim#*, jje juri;. whiiten- 
tvri chinas in- Inndr, whuanever lhingK in uf 
Hand rrjiMi, jf tJh^rr be any virtue, and ii dvre In' 
anr praise, ihmli nn IIubk lliincs- 

No section &F Lbe puipit lotion of India tan afford to negtret 
Iwr arwitnt heritage. The trapsnr-rs of hiuivdedge, wisdom, 
and t*sraty wLiefi aw contained in b$r lirejaiiiTt, pliilwoptiy, 
art, Rnd lepoEjtod LLFc are tun jwcciout Kt be Lost. Every 
"s t; of India noede i* use Lhem., Lf he & to be a cultured 
modern Lndiao. Thirt B as tlTJC of die ChiLitijo, the Muslim, 
tlu; Xnaiutnan ns of the Hindu. But , while the heritage of 
[iwliu ku Susan largely explored hy aijli.uJj.n5-, and the results 
Of ilirit (oil are bid out for m in books, they annpt be said, 
i* be really available fur the ordinary man. Thu votumra 
are in most coats sspumive, ami are often (ethnical and 
di/Ecuh. tlence this scries of cheap hooka hua been planned 
by p group of Christian men, in order thnt every cducaied 
Indian, whether nth or pMr,. may be able to find hie ■tfiy 
into the treasons of loijia'f past. Many Europeans, feorh in 
India untl ebewheTB, wtll dmibtl«3 be glad tu use the serif B. 

The utmost ease is lining taken by the General Editors in 
select L!L It uniters, and in passing rrinnUfCTipte F*f lliC press. 

To every bonk two icetj are rigidly applied i everything must 
be adhulutly, and everything must he- f ympaihetie, The 
purpose ia !u bring the best out of the ancient treasuries, su 
that it ray be know n, enjoyed and used. 
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PREFACE 



Tft BlfGScTl lilt histiifV of CLj&iicnl SafKlrit Literature 
ycitllLn Hie Ionite (J f a Vijumc of the Hertagc Series would 
have been irnprauibLi blit f-W tile (Leert-ion 10 alio* ancrtbfr 
volume tn the SaiafcrLt Drama, in «h»ch the literature of 
India aitur.iK its IlittJltai perfection. It haa seemed beit also 
to nj-i nut iliia review to the pern*! before- A.n. 12ftO f a dale 
craivatiiiinnaL indeed, but ye* lute emyajjh To include all tilt 
grt^L nustcrpkcn !>f ffanslcrtt LiEeraiUft, Even will nil the 
limit ehaacn attention has bum c&nccntratrti ™ the work* -m 
.jl ii'.P ]lmj 3 Lr or repu.tat.iDn, mud sc has been neosaaiy to awid 
any detailed diuevwnn of eflntf* venial datrt, in order to 
dwell upon die suhstane*? and form of the literature itself. 
Rcjc again it ihw only hocr. possible to indicate in nutUne 
the salient fewterra nf the elaaskal literature, and to suggest 
tnerrr of the many prubLems affecting its uiLgri and develop- 
ment- Th* aim of this work will he acotaupliihed if it serves 
fcwcmLnd readefi of the fichriCH pnd variety of til* litlfitelt 
flf which it iteaia, and encourage* students to extend thf EieM 
of thuir reading in Sansk rii- 

The lltetarv judgments e-xpreued art baaed on. the asiurnp- 1 
lLuci that da-askal Sanskrit hteraiiu'^ la. entitled tn rank among 
the great literatures of the w&tM r and ibat therefore it mini 
he subverted to the «me aiaridarda as *n± applied to theni. 
Analoguus stiiuLirdi m tlTeci nurt have Influenced iho 
judges of poetry in mcdisnral India, fcf they accord in 
aurlaiming ai the litst of Sanskrit jinets KJlklSsp, tn wliom 
tV extern critics without hesitation aHiigtl the aame rank, 

EuVrtAidjA, A. UEEEtrtiAU Keith 

Jdoifiirv, 




PREFACE TO SECOND EDITJON 

A hzprikt this afcetch having hetmcnc: tiescpisarv, ike 
opparttihiiy lias I**™ liken to mate - 1 few verbal changes and 
to add aortic- references to recent works. 

The question of the date of dranws ascribed to BJilsi by 
the hie f l (ianapali fesarei, whoic death inflicts s grave lota 
□n Indian scholarship, atfecis eo el-asety certain matters dealt 
with in. this honk that 1 altould, pci hap*, state briefly the 
tcasuna which render me satisfied tint hu identification of 
die auihot is correct. E hold it as OMidtuiveby established 
that the author c-f the Cawdatm was tirlkr -than the Mjcchtt- 
kefikn ; that all or almnit all the Trivandrum pla^ arc by she 
omf author; and than this author nrti higher than any 
Sin5,irrit dramatisi Other than KaliJiia. Whether Wt give a 
name iq thi? dramatist is indeed a min™ matter; but, vhen 
we find th»t preeminent among the plays h the fltwpmr- 
vasavadaita, and that ancient CMticti who Siad before them 
lihaaa's dram a l ic mr(pi|t Tanked h'S SpapttojUBto& Qadat Mi ss 
HJpttrne, it Sterna idle tp re fur* tq POWpt Bh5ea"e auriujcuhipc 
How fit the plays as we hpve them represent Bh5sa'a OwO 
version is a problem as Little soluble ;ei the question of the 
original form of the Saht^tdld of Kalidasa; ikci± the: less the 
gemma oF both noth. j re is equally undeniable. On thin ppijrt 
L am happy to find recent confirmation in an article in the 
Fetfgoit jCmcoAt by an author -of high artistic sensibility, 
K- WelLer, who denuynitiales the affinity in style and spirit 
«f certain cf the verses ascribed. to EUiau in the- anthologies 
wLth passives in tbt Trivandrum plays. Nor can 1 find in 
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J 

Che vast literature on the auhjcoL a aLngle Battrfsctary sirgu- 
racut to prove that due dramas, by reason of tethnique H metre, 
Sansl(rLt b or Frtkiit, arc later than thwe of KiljHasi, who, it 
Ef-cma to me aa to T. Gsnnpati S*tcri b fcn™ the playa as 
those of the great pred*ces&ar with whose fame h* had to 
contend in hia youth, 

ffee 

r/rjj'rfTii'iv vf Edinburgh, A. BEFUUED.tLE KEITH. 

Afrrjr, 1917. 
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CLASSICAL SANSKRIT 

Ir is chnTBcEsriffiL; of the paucity of OUI? infulTnariim dF the 
eajly hisitwy of Sanskrit literature that a acmus eonirnypraj 1 
has arisen as ti> ;lie Jnnguagf an which SCCtllar literature vial 
fif¥l tum|Ki*ed. It has twiin su^giftitfd,. with rttotc OF Its? 
cLtanickii, that Jar profane as nppnsed tin aocr-cd Jiterature 
Sanskrit was originally ddl employed. It was -wseniiotly in 
the form in v^'TsL-cfi it was regulated by the trramrrmrof IMnini, 
an t(K fourth century n,C., a form of apeeth reserved. For thrj*e 
who -conducted sacrifices- and enpisjed in tkeolLguLal specula- 
tian,. in effect fnr Che (3r*hmima- 6tb;r ptraoi'js used a true 
Vernacular, which may Iw described S5 Primary Pt^krit, in 
Older Ed tl.LiE 1 ngm. 1 k it from the Prakrits which haw been 
preferred lit the iffjnimiriaiuj and In literature. and which 
represent a ctuoautogically la ret stage of speech. It w«s in 
some Primary Ptdkfit that secular literature was first tan)- 
poas-S. and it was only late that the aaered language iqi 
estejidrd tp the meaner uae, perhaps aa Profesaor La>i !us 
HugireitKLf , l through rise i nitwit ire <*f the Sala Satvapi of 
Western India in the enume of (he second century A.D., one 
uf w-hiKit, EfuJiidamrn, is respimsihie fnr the first official 
inampiiun in Sanskrit throughout, and whme ortir i! npmen- 
dirurc seems to be rdleeted in die ndes for the use nt title? 
in the Sanskrit drama laid down in the Bharatiya Naiyaiarim. 
llse epicH thcpmU'es, it baa been aurgcsLed. r s were Long 
current in PrikTtt hefiiFe they irere rendered perhaps slirwtly 
pfter the Christian era, unto KanslirLt. Hire motive? for suck 
trails. atiiHiA and the impetus tu mmprae in IniansfirLt in HitU -of 

1 jjij. Aar , xuiiii, ItJ ff. Centrist ECvith, >3iinisrrr fbunui. pp. 
69 ff. 

1 lad. Aal., xaiii. 12. Contrast Keith, J R.A.S , LwH, pp. 3 Mi ff., 
191J, pp. J25 ff., 799 f. 




A CLASSICAL SANSKRIT LITERATURE 

PcakriL cart £uiSy be imagined-; the euitune of (he Brahmins 
uaa becoming HUHE and innne the dlief CWTtmnn pisg&Ciflbon 
oF India i and the sacred kiijiirairt- presented the only posaibi- 
li?y of a speech which. couhl claim Lixng'rchHisipn readily 
thromghmjt the vast area subject tc Brahman inn] tnH»ie-n.< , r. 
Further, duri ng the period before and after the Chrislian era. 
India wu suli-oct tp invasion Florid tln£ n*rth-w*s* itwS west 
and i*i canadcfeiable movements af pspulaciun. wti id* must 
lia.ee tscittd rapid change? of £p«fh fafiliaa in Ihe areas 
affected , ami lavs driven p«ts and nthtta, desirous nff pro- 
dacLrvc woTk to endyte, to seek a med him mow; satisfactory 
Ilian a vernacular in process of rapid alteration, 

fat [li*ary has the attractiveness nf timplieity, but tits 
t-urapleiiiT,' nf feet? rarely admits uf inch easy solutions, Wc 
nauat t cognise the senniincss of eur lufiKrrn^tion regarding 
the early ureecbca of India, the vast aw-as concerned, and the 
distinct km of Uibcs aud of classes wirftin iribcs. The Yedie 
lanpisaae 4 vt find ii in the fewrf.r and in the fetrr 
Siiiihii^ 11 alr-ridy a pscrical auiL hieratic k-nqyagE, which 
was dtubdu different evtn from th*. speech of line priests 
in ordinary life and st.Li Further rerun-. from tint ef t3h= 
mlingarnl subject classes, rpt to ftieniiun the slaves or ahoii- 
^■nrs- 'Uric tail quajje uf the JtrsiJi maoiis, the Arnoyakra, and 
Ule Up*pi?ads is equally a hieiatsc speech; it represents the 
lanjfUap: idecI Sy the prim* primarily st the sacrifice then 
in speculations based nn the sacrifice, sml eirttndiii|£ ultirnHtdy 
beyond its immediate limits, not the language of swerp&ry 
convorestiflii either aiming the priests thonwivee ot in intcr- 
taiuise with others.. 1 It :t undoubtedly a genuine continuation 
uf the laaiEitiEs of the Sainhitas in so far as it is descended 
inxti (he pr-ME (It ihc Sarhhiia ptnod; Indeed, -while we have 
no prone as uld. m the there is no reason to doubt that 

the prose of rlui- ^amhitis of the ffiWA- 1 ^jsire-e^i is eont-ern- 
poranetiue willi the later irerwrf these test?. In tint: grnmnHir 
of Pipini WE Find ihe Horn laid down fot the spotcri language, 
Bhasa,y/his lime in the higher circles of society, a fact which 
tspkiLB the failure oF dne norm nf I'jnjrjL to eanform prccbelv 
to any tcvia which nre pr««vwl to us, though it h*s obvious 
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affinities with lLu language of auch Brahmarus the 
Aiiettya. TIic Bl:3$j allow b Liille phonetic vflrtortimn from 
the hieratic larv^ua^e, and we must recognise in this feet 
the dominant influence of (he religious factor in stcr-eo* 
typing speech. We hove of this a hriJIirmt example Ln ;. 
quotation from an e-.irJ.ur o.icth/inLy ] 're nerve: I in RalaHjill 
shout 1 rii I E-i , C , 'I lie re were, uc learn, at nn£ Lime SCerfl 
nt vaat kniH.vI<-rigu. whi>, ;in tliCur <iri.kiia.ry LuuvL-rSa.UuH, 
Lifi*d inuiirTULi expnutuu : thus tut the correct yud td mas 
iwl Ha jmh, which denotes, 'We arc content with our lotj 
they said , yat t-d jiss (rtf td yah, but while sacrificing they 
strictly followed the correct forma. An expiatory sacrifice, 
the Saratwatl, is also prescribed foe any incorrect use of 
io-nrguage in the wwifiae, and, when it i* remembered tuw 
loqg the sacrifice might lis.1, it ix not xurpnxing that tlx 
Iv.err.ic .:.n[;nag:: CKEiciseJ a n::>;L powerful stu'oi 1 .1 ing effect 
i>n the language i.- 1 Lhe pr:££tt. 

Thai Iai olivet riidta and places tlrcie wan a rapid change 
of language we cay d prior j readily admit, and the probability 
ia CHitirmed by occasional tncca sin the Vtdk language 1 itself 
of forms which show phonetic changes foreign to that type of 
speech- In this cnnnei't Inn we must remmihcT tliat, ivh::u 
the earl. list \'edir. hymns were cumpmed In the l A j»ja!i, 
iithaia lxlniLL r rather to Elic region of KuTUfc&CtnL, which !a 
a.ls:j the hioine df the gcc.iL t! i fi jli iu-.i , uLnk- the AiiitirtitVfxkl 
in pan may have ita origin amMi£ tribes at 111 further east, 
acwLcd col Uie Ganges irtaeLL The BjHhnianical civilrsatbon 
doubtless centered in the regicn. of Kundtsotw or the middle 
country, eBpocisIly among thn Knni-PsfK.jlas* hut it spread 
hrycrid these limits to tne fend of the Knaaiaa and Videhis 
ns until is til even nmn: r-emiyte legumi. It would he diriurd 
tu assume that the rate uf linguistic change was uniform in 
tiit differed! localities; iIlc conmuniiics must have been very 
lined in composition, some more affected than others by 
mixture with the aborieiiM-s t and there! oie in all probability 
LiMy to alter more rapidly their speech- This factor <it nee 
mixture must h-tve played an important pari in the Creation 



L Hrvw far lhcic art imyi-iml., how far subiriiuri.'-d in erane-anL-ss-ion , 
ii InceJuble. 

* M j.zJori'.l; and Keith, LV:iir Index ^ i, LfrS IF. 




